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See it in the news
62

See posts on social media
58

Friends and family talk about it
44

Personal experience (you have been
direct victim)

25

13% of you were foster carers,
adoptive parents, kinship carers,
special guardians, parent carers
(SEND), non-parent carers (SEND)

Relationships

WHAT YOU TOLD US
Parents and Carers

Between 17 January and 4 March 2022,  88 parents and carers from
across Merseyside responded to a survey by Merseyside Violence

Reduction Partnership.

Liverpool
62.5%

Wirral
23.9%

Knowsley
5.7%

The two words used by most to describe
their family's strengths were

Love and Communication
 

 

Your top rated types of
violence or crime for

Merseyside  

Top rated reasons for why
you think these violence or
crime types happen most

in Merseyside

Followed by 'at home' (58%)
Whereas 46% of 13-25-year-olds surveyed said violence mostly
takes place online, just 34% of you said online.

74% of you said that violence
mostly takes place in the street

60% of you said that for a
crime to be a knife crime, a
knife does not have to be
used.

32% of you said a knife does have to
be used and 8% said you didn't know.

What is knife
crime?

As with the 13-25-year-olds
survey, some of you commented
on knife crime being any sharp
object, but most interpreted the
question as asking whether a
knife has to be physically used.
You commented that just to
threaten to use or carrying a
knife without using one is also a
crime.
In law, there has to be intent. 

Location



Their safety (when out with friends)
75

Their mental health
70

Their opportunities for the future
67

Their education
56

Their use of social media
50

WHAT YOU TOLD US
 

As a parent/carer, what are you most concerned about for your
child/children?

 

Whether you live in Knowsley, Liverpool, Sefton, St Helens or Wirral,
Liverpool are hosting Primary Time Parents, an exciting series of
evening online workshops and talks for parents/carers between
April and June 2022. Access the programme here and sign up to
receive the newsletter:
https://sway.office.com/F51soq0bn2mWYo7U?ref=Link 

Mental Health
The last page lists key services (both local and digital) 

Opportunities for the future 
LCR Combined Authority have set up Youth Employment Hubs. Find
what's on at these hubs near you:
https://youthhub.be-more.info/ 

If you are interested in learning about a career in Civil Engineering,
helping to regenerate our local area, then CE Careers can support
you/your child: https://ce-careers.co.uk/weapons-down-gloves-up/ 

If your child/children aren't sure what they want their working life to
look like, they can get one-to-one support with Catch 22:
https://www.catch-22.org.uk/creating-opportunities/ 

Staying safe online
NSPCC have some excellent resources for both your children and
also for you to help keep your children safe when online:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Young Minds have produced a guide for parents with links to
additional support:
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/media/nkvbqk20/online-safety-
updated-feb-2020.pdf 

Young Carers
Barnardos offer support for children who take on caring
responsibilities. If you think you are a Young Carer, you can call: 0151
228 4455. Don't be afraid to leave a message. Put your post code in
here to access local support to you:
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/what-we-do/helping-families/young-
carers 

Support for you and your child
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22% felt that showing images of weapons was a positive thing
18% could see both the positives and the negatives
6% felt indifferent or neutral about seeing images of weapons

54% of you felt that showing
images of weapons seized
was a negative thing 54%

WEAPONS IMAGERY
 

How does it make you feel when you see images of weapons (e.g.
knives and guns, etc.) which have been seized by the Police?

 

Public Art like the 'Knife Angel'

Use stats and infographics

A counter (e.g. one less, two less...)

We shouldn't celebrate taking weapons off the street

49

37

26

12

"Worried for the children. We
need to see how people are
concealing weapons so as
parents we are checking
our own children”

“Neither safe or unsafe.
However, I believe it makes
young people more fearful
and potentially does little to
prevent them from carry or
using a knife. It perhaps
could have the reverse
effect and make people
think they should carry a
knife for protection.”

Your
Comments

“Makes me realise that we are
not safe even carrying out
simple everyday tasks. It's too
published as we now accept
it as the norm which is sad.”

“It makes me feel glad these
weapons are off the streets but
also worried about how many
more are out there. If it’s knives
I feel indifferent because
everyone has access to sharp
kitchen knives if they want to
use them violently.”

“I liked the statue of confiscated knives which was displayed at the
Cathedral - really powerful”

What should be used instead?

Knife Angel image by Colin Lane 



22% felt it would have a positive impact but could also be
           negative
14% said that you didn't know/felt neutral on this issue
8% felt it would have a positive impact

56% of you felt it would have a
negative impact on children

56%

WEAPONS IMAGERY
 

How do you think seeing these images might impact children and
young people in Merseyside?

“I don't believe all weapon
crime is commited by the
young but I feel these
posts seem to imply it is. If
I were younger seeing
these posts I'd see them as
quite divisive.”

“Regarding knives I feel
young people may this
"Everyone is carrying them"
and feel they have to carry
one themselves. This is
especially complicated
when that is literally said by
young people on TV from
London etc.”

Your
Comments “This only serves to reinforce

the view that our city is
unsafe and make young
people feel unsafe”

“Such images suggest a
potentially bigger knife crime
problem and suggest to
young people that they need
to carry a knife for
protection.”

“I am worried it becomes
normal”

Knife Angel image by Colin Lane 

“We should not be publicising weapons rather trying to
combat them getting onto the street in the first place”

“Actually arrest the people carrying weapons. The
weapons seized are tip of iceberg and there are loads
more out there.”

“Showing the consequences of what happens to victim
and perpetrator”

“Illustrative stories of how weapons had been taken off
the street and positive effects for those concerned.”



COVID-19
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However, 61.8% of you said that your relationships with your child/children
was a positive

“It brought us closer together, but has affected the kids mental health, being
more anxious and losing out of relationships and outings”

“It has financially ruined us. Just outside benefit support but drowning in
debt.”

“My daughter felt isolated away from her friends, became extremely down
and took an overdose.”

What aspects of your family's  life
has Covid-19 affected the most

negatively?

Papyrus offer support to prevent young suicide
 https://www.papyrus-uk.org/hopelink/

Support - Suicide Prevention

 
Most of you said there had
been no positive impact of

Covid-19

 
If you need support with finances or debt,
Citizens Advice may be able to help. Visit their
website or scan this QR code with your phone.

Support - Money and Debt

https://www.papyrus-uk.org/hopelink/
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/hopelink/


MENTAL HEALTH
 

What aspects of your child/children's mental health concern you the
most?

Anxieties (school-work, friendships,
relationships, social media)

67

Confidence/self-
esteem

56

Feeling lonely or
isolated

40

Anxieties (beyond what you think others
their age may be feeling)

30

41%
All of you would encourage your child/children
to ask for help. This is vital because. . .
Just 41% of 13-25-year-olds surveyed said
they would ask for help with their mental
health

Would you
ask for help?

0 20 40 60

Doctor 

Teacher 

Friend 

Partner 

Family Friend 

If your child/children
accessed mental health
support in the last two
years, how easy was it to
access?

54% of you said is was 'Not
Easy'

54%

“What little help there is out there are very
long waiting lists.”

“GP = useless Cahms referral took ages.
Accepted to Cahms thankfully - case
manager is brilliant. Treatments on offer
very limited. DBT helpful.”

“I was diagnosed with cancer and there is
NO support in Liverpool for my children.
The waiting list for camhs is ridiculous!”

“my daughter is adopted and has alot of
issues relating to early life trauma. School
have been very supportive but her needs
are more than school can help with. we
have been on a waiting list with CAMS for
9 months with little contact or help”

Who would you be most likely to talk with to
support your child/children's mental health?



We can now focus our work on what is important to you. 
We will combine this with what else we have learned  in other
conversations and through feedback to projects and services that
we support. For example, we also know that racism, online abuse
and bullying are important topics for young people in Merseyside.*
Our resources will be used to target these issues to reduce serious
violence.

Your priorities

We want to empower our children to better understand their
rights and challenge when they feel their rights are not being
upheld.

Help your children to
know their rights

Take the power away from us! 
Social Action is the perfect way to do this.

Get in touch with the Peer Action Collective (PAC), a group of 16-24-year-olds who are
employed to make sure that Merseyside is a safe place for children and young people to
grow up with lots of opportunities for your future. 

PAC is led by the Young Person's Advisory Service and there are opportunities for your
children to be more actively involved as either peer research participants, or if they have any
ideas for social action, as changemakers.

Email: PACPeerResearchers@ypas.org.uk 

Watch a video about PAC here:

Support your children to
become Changemakers!

 

WHAT NOW?
 

*Mentors in Violence Prevention (MYA) -
responses from over 3,500 Students from

across Merseyside

What you have told us helps us to understand your concerns and feelings so that we
can work more closely with you to stop violence and some of the causes of violence

affecting children and young people in Merseyside.

What is social action?
This can be anything that brings people
together to help improve their lives and

the lives of those around them. E.g.
 

Campaigning
Volunteering

Designing a local activity for the
community

Speaking with decision makers
 

https://educationmvp.co.uk/


 

We will share your thoughts about Police and the media sharing

images of weapons with Merseyside Police

Weapons
Imagery

We will share your feedback with NHS, Local Authorities and

voluntary community and faith organisations delivering mental health

support.

We will also ensure that the concerns you identified around mental

health are key to the activities and projects we support. 

Mental Health

We will share your feedback with school leaders and those responsible

for ensuring your child's right to education is upheld.

We will also continue to work with partners to bring your children free

and local opportunities to stay physically active, supporting your

family's physical and mental health.

Covid-19
Impact

We recognise that this is a big concern for you and your children. It is all

over the media.
We will work with the people in your community who are there to

support you to make sure that your voices continue to be heard on this

issue and that there are projects and activities which will make a

difference where you live.

Knife Crime

Together, we can
stop violence
from becoming a
part of someone's
life

WHAT NOW?
 

 What you have told us helps us to understand your concerns and feelings so that we
can work more closely with you to stop violence and some of the causes of violence

affecting children and young people in Merseyside.



For your chidlren:
https://ypas.org.uk/contact/#referral  - Children under 18 can
self-refer to YPAS for support.

https://www.kooth.com/                                        
 

https://hubofhope.co.uk/ - find local support near you
 

https://calmharm.co.uk/

 

SUPPORT
 

 

For you:
Hub of Hope - https://hubofhope.co.uk/ - find local support
near you 

Life Rooms - https://liferooms.uk 

Talk Liverpool - https://www.talkliverpool.nhs.uk

Kinship Carers - https://kinshipcarersliverpool.co.uk/ - If you
are a grandparent, relative or family friend bringing up other
people's children and helping the family stay together, Kinship
carers are here to help you. 

Samaritans 24 hour confidential helpline:
Telephone: 08457 90 90 90
Textphone: 08457 90 91 92
Samaritans website: https://www.samaritans.org/ 

Time Matters UK -  https://www.timemattersuk.com/ -
Supporting children with a parent in prison

merseysidevrp

@MerseysideVrp
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IF YOU OR YOUR CHILD
NEED SUPPORT NOW

 

 


